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the success of the cartells depends upon the closest and strongest
possible union of the entrepreneurs concerned, it is contended
that the workpeople in their employ may fairly claim in its
fullest form the right to combine and also to resort to all action
which logically proceeds from that right, and may under circum-
stances be needful in order to make it effective. It is significant
that Hen* Richard Calwer, the Socialist well-wisher of the
syndicates, allows that combinations of dealers and consumers
and working-class coalitions will, in all probability, be insufficient
to hold the syndicates in check, and that he, too, looks to State
action.
(4) The enormous power of the syndicates in the coal and
coke trade has unquestionably weakened the objections to the
nationalisation of the collieries, not because the syndicates are
regarded as a natural step towards collective ownership, but
because they have stifled competition, handicapped dependent
industries, and placed the mass of consumers at the mercy of a
few great companies. The action of the Westphalian Coal
Syndicate, in particular, has greatly stimulated public opinion in
Prussia in favour of a general scheme of nationalisation, and
in the event of another conflict between national and syndicate
interests such as occurred during the later period of the recent
industrial boom, it is not unlikely that this movement would
carry the Government with it. The nationalisation of the coal
mines is advocated by leading economists like "Wagner and
Schmoller, and all parties save one in the Diet would favour
the immediate adoption of such a measure. The colliery pro-
prietors are not indifferent to the imminency of this danger,
and when the Hibernia share purchase was made a union of
nine Chambers of Commerce of Rhineland and Westphalia
promptly petitioned the two Houses of the Prussian Diet to
annul the contract on the ground that " the projected acquisition
of the Hibernia colliery would be followed by the nationalisation
of other collieries, and the nationalisation of even a majority of
the collieries must be resolutely opposed for political, economic,
and social reasons/' In Prussia, however, where State enter-
prise extends in so many directions, no objection on grounds of
principle would be allowed to stand in the way; and while for the
present there is no reason to believe that the Government
desires to undertake new responsibilities of such magnitude, a